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Thorgeir Palsson became Professor of Air Navigation Technology at Reykjavik University. 
in May 2010 when he stepped down as Chief Executive of Isavia after three years of service. 
Prior to this engagement he had been the Director General of Civil Aviation in Iceland, a 
position that he assumed in 1992 after having served as Professor of Systems Engineering 
in the Engineering Department of the University of Iceland.   
 
Dr. Palsson has been professionally active in all fields of aviation including the development 
of navigation systems, provision of air navigation services to international civil aviation in the 
North Atlantic and the operation and improvement of airports.  As Director General of 
Aviation he held responsibility for the safety regulation of civil aviation in Iceland including 
airworthiness of aircraft, air transport operations and certification of air crew members.  
 
Dr. Palsson earned a doctoral degree from MIT´s Department of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics in 1971 with specialization in the design of guidance and flight control systems.  
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